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Cedar Lewisohn

London is my home. | was born in Dulwich and grew up in a suburb
called Chislehurst, near Bromley. The thing about London and me—and
| guess a lot of other people here—is that even though it's our home, we
are still nomads. You can be born here and still not really be from here.
But if I'm not from here, I'm certainly not from anywhere else. | like
London; but she’ll chew you up and destroy you in seconds if you're not
careful. No one can beat London. No one can outspend London.

No matter how much cash you have, you can always spend the lot here.
But there are lots of places where that’s true. So what’s unique about
London? The pie and mash shops, people still wearing boiler hats and
the pigeons with their mashed up feet. Sometimes | wear my boiler hat
down to the pie and mash shop and order up a pigeon pie. That’s really
when | think about leaving.



Prince Charles Cinema
Cheap as chips

The Prince Charles Cinema—once a specialist porn cinema—is now the place
to go for well-priced film screenings in the West End. This independent movie
house has established an army of supporters for its low priced ticket policy
and its screening of films in a variety of formats. The programme is constantly
reviewed to ensure that there is something to tempt every kind of film fan,
helping lure cinephiles from the multiplexes on Leicester Square.

Check their website to see what's showing each week, or pick up a leaflet
from outside the cinema. The schedule specialises in classics and selected
favourites from the best of the year's releases. The Prince Charles also
regularly hosts audience sing-a-longs to the likes of The Sound of Music and
Rocky Horror Picture Show. This venue has a huge fan base of dedicated film
buffs—Quentin Tarantino said of his film Kill Bill that it was designed for the
Prince Charles. Praise indeed.
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Prlnce Charleg Cinema

“| usually go tafPeckham Plex to watch-films, but
their program I@aves a little to.be desired. The
Prince Charles ce i
missed the first time round, or if yo
waste away an afternoon in the
those matinees!”
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The Boot & Flogger

A tribute to the vine

Well-versed in wine trading since 1870, the Davy family opened The Boot &
Flogger in 1964 to add to their roster of wine-bars. The rich wooden interior,
low lighting and leather chairs help ease patrons into the perfect mood to be
accompanied by a glass of wine, champagne or sherry and port straight from
the barrel.

The main dining room is also a great place to grab lunch or an early dinner
should you have a hankering for a fillet of fish, or a steak and chips. The
majority of the menu caters to casual drinking though, offering sides of olives,
or herring and potatoes to go along with whatever your spirit of choice. The
fruits of the vine are of top shelf character, a sentiment matched by the likes of
the private social rooms and traditionally mannered staff. Join the elder gents
having a midday drink, or show up at anytime to enjoy this London institution
at your own pace. Arrive thirsty.
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Drink | Southwark
Mon Fri, 11:00 20:00; Kitchen Closes At 19:00.
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“It's always dark in this place; just one of the The Boot & Flogger
10-20 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA

reasons | like it. The series of engravings on the London
wall showing the olde English pastime of rat baiting . +442074071184

is another: Transport:

[Jubilee] [Northern] at London
Bridge; [Northern] at Borough
wine
lunch
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Victoria & Albert Museum
My favourite things

From ladies who lunch, to gentlemen who amuse themselves with worldly
curiosities, the V&A is eight acres of our favourite things. Within the hallowed
walls of what bills itself as 'the world's greatest museum of art and design' can
be found an encyclopaedia of designed objects, from diamond rings and
monumental sculpture, to exquisite couture fashion and the most sublime
glassware. The V&A has a massive permanent collection spanning all arenas
of the creative and decorative arts; photography, furniture, textiles, painting,
metalwork, ceramics....the list is endless. Curated in part by the origins of
objects (the Jameel Gallery of the Islamic Middle East is a recently redesigned
must-see gallery), in part by the materials and techniques of production
(where else could you find a whole gallery dedicated to wrought iron railings?)
and in part chronologically (the British Galleries are an intense and beguiling
experience). We defy you to not be enthralled, amused or fascinated by

p5

Art & Culture | Kensington and Chelsea
Sun Thu, 10.00 17.45; Fri, 10.00 22.00
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something during your visit. Victoria & Albert Museum
Cromwell Road, SW7 2RL
. . London
In addition to the permanent collections, the T: +442079422000
V&A hosts a changing programme of E. vanda@vam.ac.uk

- W. www.vam.ac.uk
blockbuster temporary exhibitions, a range of ,

H ransport:
thoughtful events ant_j practical V\_/or_kshops, and [Piccadilly] [Circle] [District] at
has a great cafe set in characteristically South Kensington
impressive surroundings. It is also making a oo -
name for itself developing well-considered photo - photo by miekgarod
programmes to celebrate Black Heritage
Season and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender History month. A day just isn't
long enough to see it all.

“1f | can't get to Glasgow to wander round the
Burrul Collection and look at the tapestries (and

their Manet), | go to the V+A to try and get a bit of
culture’
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Japan Centre
Suteki!

This Japanese cultural embassy in the heart of Piccadilly serves as a
department store featuring Japanese food, wine, books, curios and immediate
travel without airplanes. It is also, for the record, the place to find the best
value and most imaginative sushi in the British Isles. To embrace this
greatness, wander down the unassuming staircase into the basement and
you'll come face-to-face with the most marvellous micro sushi factory fervently
churning out a vast array of fresh offerings all day, every day. And while you're
underground, why not indulge yourself with a touch of free sake tasting in the
wine cellar? Here, masterful shop assistants will furnish you with the delicate
poison of your choice, but try not to fall foul of overenthusiastic free
tasting—those plum wines, although bound to caress your palate with their
sweet promises, will nonetheless kick your arse into next week if you go
unchecked.

You'll find a vast array of products you just can't live without—as
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Food | City of Westminster
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you'll soon find out upon your initial visit. It's
one of the only places to buy authentic rice
cookers, delicate Japanese teas, and
hard-to-find elsewhere magazines all under
one roof. Dedicate enough time to explore the
Japan Centre in all its eclectic glory; it's
practically a whole country under one roof.

“ Katsu chicken curry and a pot of green tea,
please’
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Japan Centre

212-213 Piccadilly, W1J 9HX
London

W. www.japancentre.com

Transport:
[Piccadilly] at Piccadilly Circus

japanese
books
sushi
sake
magazines
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Pure Evil Gallery Art & Culture | Hackney

High street art Daily, 10:00 18:00

Bateman's Row
oW St o _
c 73]
) £
St = %
]
$ t =
rd St .1{?
P )
E'f =
<
et
& Gatesborough St
L LY L&‘
A Luke St Mag data ©2011 Tals Atlas
"Live East, die young" proclaims an eye-catching piece of graff on Leonard “Part Gallery, part studio, part nice placeto pop in  Pure Evil Gallery
Street, alerting passersby that this is the retail home of the mysterious East and have a cup of tea” 108 d'fn"”ard St EC2A 4RH
End street artist known as Pure Evil. Best known for his evil-looking, neon pink T: +447805420771
bunny rabbits and for being part of an elite scene which includes Banksy, Eine 5\}cue@pureeV_illcllotE_ing-com
and Dface, Pure Evil's gallery functions as a studio-cum-gallery-cum-artists - wwiw.pureevilclothing.com
drop-in centre. Stop by any day of the week and you're likely to spot a sprayer [T,{If)rr‘fﬁgr:] At Old Street
of note. Combine your visit with a tour of the east end's graffiti hotspots, and if it
you're feeling flush, maybe even pick up a piece or two to take home. g{f‘ee't'
art
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Agent Provocateur

Longing for lingerie

Agent Provocateur knows how to bring sexy back, then smack you in the face
with it. Browse through the knee-buckling collection of classy ladies' lingerie,
from baroque patterns to depictions of modern mischievousness, which
amount to piles of lavish lace and trim. Fellas, please try not to drool, mouth
agape, while your imagination runs wild.

Readied for all kinds of role play, cheeky (heh) sets like the "Gangster" or
"Maisy" are for dressing up like Prohibition vixens or French maids. The full
range of looks takes feminine names and twists the fits into fantasies, all the
way up to Elvira-like pasties and crystal-studded toys. No matter what a
couple's preference, Agent Provocateur does precisely what its name
suggests by provoking hormonal and instinctual response from both genders.
Save the rest for the bedroom.
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Shop | City of Westminster
Mon Wed, 11:00 19:00; Thu, 11:00 20:00; Fri Sat, 11:00 19:00; Sun, 12:00 17:00
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“ Good place to pick up something sexy for your
girlfriend. | always get embarrassed buying
knickers, but that's part of the fun.’

Agent Provocateur

6 Broadwick Street, W1F 8HL
London

T: +442074390229

W. www.agentprovocateur.com

Transport:

[Northern] [Central] at Tottenham
Court Road; [Central] [Victoria] at
Oxford Circus

lingerie
womenswear
sexy

pricey
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Sweetl| Ngs Food | City of London

Fish sweet fish Mon Fri, 11:30 15:00; Sat Sun, Closed
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Since 1889, this to-the-point and now-institutional fish restaurant has served “Thisis one of my favourite fish restaurantsin Sweetings
fillet after fillet to a clientele of regulars and hungry patrons who are looking to London. It's proper old school, only open for lunch, 32 Queen Victoria Street, ECAN
get good grub, not sit around pontificating. No time for that—Sweetings is only usually full of city boys and the bread is _ T: +442072483062
open five days a week, and for a mere three and a half hours each work day. wonderfully bad. The rest of the menu isfantastic, 1, o o
however, and the city boys are easily ignored” [Circle] [District] at Mansion
How do they get away with it? Sweetings turns out the dishes with efficient House
business—for example, purposefully not serving coffee to avoid lingering gs_r:_ o
tables. The menu has changed little over the past century, making Sweetings historc
a traditional constant. School chums are usually found dotted around the students

dining room, while seasoned servers greet the older generations with personal
familiarity. A very London locale with a loyal following, Sweetings also makes
good on its namesake by featuring classic English puddings.
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Peckham Library

Like a Tetris piece
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Winner of the Stirling Prize for Architecture in 2000 at the design of Alsop and
Stérmer and a cool 5 million, the Peckham Library is an intriguing example of
contemporary architecture, and also incorporates a much-appreciated
functional element to its structure. Positioned like an L on its head, the library's
elevated reading room juts out on the second story well above street level,
turning the space into an aerial oasis for slipping into your book with your
head in the clouds.

Upon opening in 2000, the library attracted throngs of visitors, but the
numbers have balanced out in the past couple years, making the library even
more of an appealing, and at the right time, uncrowded escape right within
Southeast London. Climb through the geometrical levels, find yourself a good
book, browse through the CDs or DVDs and lend yourself to an ideal setting
for delving into other worlds.
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Escapism | Southwark
Mon Tue, 9:00 20:00; Wed, 10:00 20:00; Thu Fri; 9:00 20:00; Sat, 10:00 17:00;

Sun, 12:00 16:00
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“ Asyou can see, I’'ma bit a Saaf London homeboy,
but not a particularly rock and roll one. | go to the
Library to get audio books, CDs and DVDs. It's
always such a random mix of stuff, and you never
know what you' Il find going though someone else’s
collection”
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Peckham Library

122 Peckham Hill Street, SE15
5JR London

T: +442075252000

W. www.southwark.gov.uk/...

Transport:
[Eastlondon] at New Cross Gate

architecture
books
library

photo © Fin Fahey
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